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If you have any further question, please contact Dr. Mei Li at hli2007@ntnu.edu.tw or call +886-2-77346964. Or contact professor Chen-yung Lin at lcy@ntnu.edu.tw or call +886-2-77346809.  
EASE Summer school, Taipei, Taiwan, 18-23 July, 2010
Working Groups: Notes for Coaches

The purpose of the working groups is to enable students to present and discuss their PhD study with a small, supportive group of ‘critical friends’ from outside of their institutional setting. Furthermore, students are expected to take an active part in the analysis and discussion of other students’ PhD studies. There will be 5 working groups at the Summer school. Each working group will consist of 5 PhD students and one coach.

Before the Summer school

We will shortly be sending you the synopses of all the students in your group. This will enable working group members to have read and thought about the synopses of everyone in their group before they come to the Summer school. In addition all students and coaches will have the email addresses of the people in their group.

Coaches are expected to make email contact with their group before the Summer school. You will need to confirm procedures and timings for each session (see below) – though you should note that there is an initial Group meeting in the programme on the first evening of the Summer school, where some of the details can be finalised. As one student will have to do their presentation first on the Monday morning, it will be important to establish a running order for presentations ahead of the Summer school – at least for the first few sessions. There are actually advantages for a student in presenting relatively early – it gives more time and opportunity for others to respond and discuss their work with them. You may also wish to provide some guidance to individual students on how to present their work, following from your reading of each student’s synopsis. But we would advise against extended email discussion with individual students about their PhD projects before the Summer school, as it may pre-empt discussion during the Summer school itself.

In addition, the full set of student synopses for all students attending the Summer school will be available on a DVD on arrival. This will enable students to identify in advance any student whose project is in an area related to their own, and whom they might therefore want to talk to at the Summer school.
During the summer school

We have scheduled an initial group meeting on Sunday evening for students and coaches to meet in their working groups. This will enable introductions to be made and any final details about working group procedures to be clarified. 

Each working group will have 5 sessions on dissertation discussion. The coaches may help students to clarify their research questions on 5 sessions of dissertation discussion. This will enable each student to have a whole session focused on his/her PhD study. 
Each session (90 minutes) will focus on one student’s PhD study. Below we provide an example breakdown of a session. Coaches will adapt these timings and activities to suit their group.

· A student presents his/her PhD study to the group (30 minutes).

· Clarification questions only (5 minutes).

· In pairs students discuss their reactions to the presentation and prepare at least one question/comment per student to put to the presenter. The presenter has a break and perhaps a chat with the coach (15 minutes).

· The whole group reconvenes for a question/answer discussion. This will be chaired by the coach. All students will be expected to take a full part in these discussions (35 minutes).

· Concluding comments by the coach (5 minutes)

All coaches and students will work to ensure that comments and discussions take place in a positive and supportive environment. A computer and data projector will be available in every room used by working groups.

We have asked students to write short notes for their coaches after the presentation, summarising the main points they feel have arisen. The purpose is to enable you to check that students have taken on board the points you think are important, and to provide an additional opportunity for discussion. 
During the sessions of 3 collaborative proposals, coaches have to guide students to develop their own proposal. This will help each student to cover common issues in Asia and involve effort and speciality from each student. In addition, coaches have to help each working group to clarify the issues, outline the questions, communicate literature, and design method for their final day of proposal presentation sessions. One outstanding group or two will be given awards.
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